
pits and construction work zones. These areas should be away from 
protected trees. 

H 
Specifications 
Get it in writing. All of the measures intended to protect your trees 
must be written into the construction specifications. The written 
specifications should detail exactly what can and cannot be done 
to and around the trees. Each sub-contractor has to be made aware 
of the barriers, limitations and specified work zones. It is a good 
idea to post signs as a reminder. 

Fines and penalties for violations should be built into the spec- 
ifications. Not too surprisingl~ sub-contractors are much more 
likely to adhere to the tree preservation clauses if their profit is at 
stake. Thtxseverity of the h e s  should be proportional to the potential 
damage to the trees, and should increase for multiple infractions. 

H 
Maintaining good communications 
It is important to work together as a team. You may share clear 
objectives with your arborist and your builder, but one sub-con- 
tractor can destroy your prudent efforts. Construction damage to 
trees is often irreversible. 

Visit the site at least once a day if possible. Your vigilance will 
pay off as workers learn to take your wishes seriously, Take photos 
at every stage of construction. I£ any infraction of the specilications 
does occur, it will be important to prove liability. 

H 
Pinal stages 
It is not unusual to go to great lengths to preserve trees during 
construction, only to have them injured during landscaping. 
Installing irrigahon systems and rototilling planting beds are bvo 
ways the root systems of trees can be damaged. Remember also 
that small increases in grade, as little as 2-6", which place additional 
soil over the roots can be devastating to your trees. Careful planning 
and communicating with landscape designers and contractors is 
just as important as avoiding tree damage during construction. 

H 
Post construction tree maintenance 
Your trees will require several years to adjust to the injury and 
environmental changes that occur during construction. Stressed 
trees are more prone to health problems such as disease and insect 
infestations. Talk to your arborist about continued maintenance for 

your trees. Continue to monitor your trees, and have them period- 
ically evaluated for declining health or safety hazards. 

Despite the best intentions and most stringent tree presermfion 
measures, your trees may still be injured h m  the construction 
process. There are remedial treatments that your arborist can 
suggest to help reduce stress and improve the growing conditions 
around your trees. In addition, the Memational Society of Arboddme 
offers a companion to this brochure titled, 'Treatment of Trees 
Damaged by Construction." 

H 
For Additional Information 
This brochure is one in a series published by the International 
Society of Arboriculture as part of its Consumer Information 
Program. You may have additional interest in the following 
titles currently in the series: 

Avoiding Tree Damage During Construction 
Avoiding Tree and Utility Conflicts 
Benefits of Trees 
Buying High-Quality Trees 
Insect and Disease Problems 
Mahue Tree Care 
New Tree Planting 
Plant Health Care 
Proper Mulching Techniques 
Pruning Young Trees 
Pruning Mature Trees 
Recognizing Tree Hazards 
Treatment of Trees Damaged by Construction 
Tree Selection 
Tree Values 
Trees and 'hd 
Why Hire an Arborist? 
Why Topping Hurts Trees 
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Avoiding 
Tree Damage 
During 
Construction 

b .  
How trees are damaged during construction 
Physical injury to the trunk and crown Comction equip- 
ment can injure the above-ground portion of a tree by breaking ' branches, tearing the bark and wounding the trunk These injuries 

1 are permanent, and if extensive, can be M. 




